Fisher River Community Celebration
Photo: Todd Scott

Long before European explorers reached the Red River valley, around
the time that ancient Greece was rising to power, St. Andrews rapids at
Lockport and St. Clements were part of a bountiful region of hunting,
fishing, and trading.“For the 3000 years before recorded history, First
Nations peoples came here to camp, hunt, and fish.
In terms of Indigenous cultivation in Western
Canada, this site could prove how important
farming was, even before the settlers moved into
the area. Unique materials such as corn particles
and remnants of farming tools, such as a bison’s
shoulder blade, have been discovered. These
discoveries are changing the way academics look at
the history of these First Nations peoples, saying
They came to this area...“followed the bison to the shelter of the that man was hunting big game and woman were
Red River Valley in the winter months. Bison bones and corner- doing the cooking, but women were also doing the
notched dart points at the site show this” (Larter Culture - Signage). gardening and teaching that skill to their daughters
The last group of prehistoric peoples to live along the
and sisters. How to store that food was an
northern Red River was the Selkirk Culture and are the
extremely important element as well, with storage
ancestors of the modern Cree First Nations peoples, dominant
containers found here, resulting in raising the
along the Red River from Lockport to north of Selkirk until
profile of the period for First Nations activities and
around 300 years ago, when the European fur trade began in
the role of women in them. As reported By Brett Purdy,
this region.
Prehistory of this region is marked by specific cultural groups
arriving/leaving the land. According to 1984 archeological
research, first artifacts found were a “Manitoba spear point” plus
tools of bone and wood from the Plano Period dating back as
far as 6500 BC to 5500 BC, earlier than once recognized.
The first peoples staying for longer periods of time included the
Larter Culture, existing from 1000 – 200 BC.

Archeological investigations at Lockport unearthed
charred corn kernels, hoes made from the shoulder-blades
of bison, and underground storage pits, up to two meters
deep.“Radiocarbon-dating charcoal and bone recovered at
Lockport […] indicate that aboriginal people were planting
corn there in 1400 AD” (Aboriginal Horticulture - Signage).
They were the earliest pre-European farmers in Manitoba
with a population from 300 to 2000 people.

cbc.ca/news/cbc-news-online-news-staff-list-1.1294364
Posted: June 20, 2016

Archeological evidence of the Selkirk Culture was
discovered during a restoration project of St. Peter’s
Church in East Selkirk, Mb. Restoration involved
removal of the deteriorating flooring where traces
of early aboriginal lifestyles were found dating back
nearly 800 years ago, including fragments of
pottery - dating between 800 and 1750 A.D.,
(St. Clements Heritage website)
stone tools, bison bones and traces of a hearth
or fire pit were found.
In June 2016, anthropology students from the University of
(We are grateful to the St. Clements Heritage
Manitoba were digging on this heritage site beside the Red
River at Lockport to unearth more artifacts possibly shedding
Committee for sharing this information on the early
light on the first farmers in the Red River valley. This project, led days of settlement in the Lockport/St. Clements area)
by Dr. E. Leigh Syms of the Manitoba Museum, is the fourth
stclementsheritage.com.
excavation here.
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Encompassed in the Territory of Treaty
1, Treaty 2 and Treaty 5 First Nations
the Interlake's riches of heritage, nature
and culture are here to learn, to
experience and to hear the stories
passed from one generation to the next!
We continue to Celebrate through song and dance,
through food and storytelling to keep the connections
to our roots alive and strong! Throughout the Interlake
region, the Indigenous Peoples host Powwows
throughout the summer to maintain traditions and to
build strong family connections. It is a time to honour
ancestors, it is a spiritual time, with most Powwows open
to visitors. Please follow some simple etiquette rules:
• Always stand respectfully for special songs like the
Grand Entry, Veteran's Songs-listen for the emcee to
announce these
• Pointing with fingers is considered poor manners,
use your head or nod in the direction you wish to
indicate
• Ask permission before taking photos of dancers in
their regalia, especially if taking for a publication
• Never touch a dancer's regalia (not a costume), as
many ornaments have special or religious meaning.
Fisher River First Nation Treaty Days in late July,
featuring talent shows, competitions, square-dancing
and sporting events. The Annual Community
Celebration late July-early August, followed by the
Annual Ada Wilson “Grey Cloud Woman” Memorial
Powwow for 3 days. Dancers and drum groups from all
over North America compete. Visitors are welcome.
Info: fisherriver.com
Peguis First Nation, the largest Indigenous
community in Manitoba, lies 190 km. north of
Winnipeg. They host their week-long Treaty Days in
mid-July, celebrating their heritage, featuring live
music, sporting events, contests and other
celebrations. Traditional dance and drumming as well
as singing competitions are the main components of
their Powwow. See: peguisfirstnation.ca for dates.

Metis Settlements are strong in the Interlake...
Canada's Metis are people who trace their ancestry to
Indigenous peoples and European settlers, primarily
French in the early decades. Then came the Orkney and
Scottish fur traders of the Hudson's Bay Company, many
settled in the Red River North area after their “time” was
up with the company. Marrying and starting families, they
brought their culture to mix with the Indigenous one. In
fact, according to the Earl of Orkney, River Rd was settled
predominately by the expert boat and oarsmen from the
Orkney Isles whereas many of the Scots settled in Selkirk
or the Kildonan area.
Early maps of the settlement along the Red River show
traditional “strip farms”- narrow widths and 2 miles long
giving the maximum number of settlers access to water.
Watch the RM of St Andrews website later this year for the
list of 14 Notable citizens, along with the location of the
markers and plaques to give a complete picture of the early
settlers and history of Manitoba from 1830’s to 1880’s.
Some Metis people came north forced out of Pembina
when it was claimed by the United States, settling in
Font du Lac (modern day St. Laurent) in 1824, on the
southeastern shore of Lake Manitoba. More families
came from Winnipeg in 1826 following the Red River
flood that caused them to lose their homes. By 1850
there were twelve (12) families established here.
St. Laurent was originally a fishing, trapping and trading
community with small-scale farming. Father Camper, a Roman
Catholic priest, sent in 1862 to establish a mission here,
renamed Font du Lac after St. Lawrence, a Christian martyr.
(from the Metis Homeland: Its Settlements and Communities compiled by
Lawrence Barkwell, Leah Dorion and Darren Préfontaine Sixth edition, 2012)

Celebrating the unique and varied culture of the Metis
peoples usually involves music. Fiddling and jigging are
recognized talents, as is story telling. You may want to take in
Indigenous Days celebrations at Selkirk Park on June 21st, or
go to the largest Metis community in North America, (St.
Laurent), on Highway 6, found on the shores of Lake Manitoba.
Recently many artifacts along with their stories, returned home
from the Smithsonian Museum in Washington, DC. They
remain in storage until a museum is built to house them.
These artifacts tells the heritage of these peoples, of
their language (English, French & Michif) as well as their
religion. They celebrate with annual festivals, Metis Days,
that keep alive traditions and stories. Held each August Long
weekend you could enjoy music, dancing, a Miss Metis contest,
Mud-bogging and a slo-pitch tournament. Kick back and relax,
enjoy some fiddle music. Ask an old-timer to tell you the story
of Manipogo,“a serpent-like lake monster that reportedly resides
in the deep waters of Lake Manitoba, a creature anywhere
between 12-50 feet in length”.

Fancy Dancer

Just to the north, is a plaque marking the northwest
corner of Manitoba when it was proclaimed a province
July 15, 1870. Due to its size and shape it was
nicknamed the “Postage Stamp” province. See:
mhs.mb.ca/docs/sites/postagestampstlaurent.shtml
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Manitoba Highland Gathering

Our Scottish Connections arrive...

Here comes the Icelandic Vikings...

Long ago the bagpipes wailed over the land of
heather, proud Scots wore their clan tartans and
spoke in Gaelic. Many of the Scottish clans were
thrown off the land, and sent to the New World for a
fresh start. Lord Selkirk, purchased land along the Red
River in the Territories [now Manitoba] for these
settlers to start a new life. Arriving in 1812, they
farmed, living along the Red River, many surviving
only with the aid of the Indigenous people who
taught them how to live in this foreign land. The
Scottish Clans kept their traditions alive then and do
each June with the annual Manitoba Highland
Gathering, held in East Selkirk. Keeping alive the
sights and sounds of the bagpipes, the tradition of
the highland fling, the taste of haggis and the love of
a wee dram of Scotch makes this a festival you don't
want to miss. Watch the tartans swirl and define the
clans. Come to research your connections, see the
Clan booths, immerse yourself in the heritage
of the Scottish and Orkney Islands.
See: manitobahighlandgathering.org

Long known for fierceness in battle & their Seafaring ways,
their Norse ancestors were fighters whereas the Icelandic
settlers that arrived on the shores of Willow Island in
October 1875 brought a love of poetry & prose,
of history & family. They came as fishers and farmers
learning to deal with tough times in a new land. Strong
family ties, their heritage, their foods [Vinarterta, ponnukokur],
the belief in a better life continues today. Thousands of
descendants return home annually to “Islendingadagurinn”
or the Icelandic Festival of Manitoba celebrating their 131st
Anniversary in 2020, known to be the second longest
continually running cultural festival in North America. When
the Vikings arrive in August, the town of Gimli swells to over
50,000 people, reconnecting “new & old Vikings”
with their ancestry. Time to Get Dinged...become a
Viking for a weekend! See: icelandicfestival.com

When we get the plaques installed in the spring, it
will be quite comprehensive for visitors and
residents along River Road. The 14 markers, if
followed from the start of River Rd near Larters to
Hawthorn Lodge, will give a complete picture of the
early settlers and history of Manitoba from 1830’s to
1880’s. Seeking pictures of early St Andrews life that
aren’t of crusty Hudson’s Bay geezers. Rare, because
only they had money for a photograph (or a portrait)
and the ego to part with their money for such a
purpose, being very Scotch.

Along Came the Ukrainian Settlers...
Have you had your Pyrohy’s or Holubtsi this year?
You must Immerse yourself in the taste of the Ukrainian
culture at least once a year! We know that life is not all about
FOOD? Not So! Food and culture are tied closely together.
The third large wave of immigration to the Interlake were the
Ukrainian settlers, many settling in the northern part of the
Interlake and in the East Selkirk area. Keeping their culture
vibrant in the Interlake with dancing, foods, the artistic work
of egg decorating and traditional costuming keeps these ties
rooted strongly in their new homeland. Come celebrate with
them. Many communities [Fraserwood, Fisher Branch] host
Malanka’s [New Year’s Eve on the Julian calendar] along with
showcasing the regions Ukrainian Dance groups.
Go to the Interlake Festivals or the Events section
for dates on all these Cultural Celebrations!
Village at
Icelandic
Festival

Vikings at Icelandic
Festival of Manitoba
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Fris-Nok at Icelandic Festival
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Prairie Dog Central Railway
Grosse Isle Heritage Site
West Interlake Trading Co. Elevator Site
Warren Memorial Park
Woodlands Pioneer Museum
Lundar Museum
Eriksdale Museum
Moggey’s Cabin
Ashern Pioneer Museum
Moosehorn Heritage Museum
Settlers, Rails & Trails Museum
Quarry Park Heritage Arts Centre
Oak Hammock Marsh Interpretive Centre
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Kaschyshyn Agricultural Collection
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Riverton Transportation & Heritage Centre
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Hecla Village – Hecla Island
River Road Heritage Parkway
St. Andrews Rectory and Heritage Centre
Captain Kennedy House
St. Andrews Lock & Dam
Lower Fort Garry National Historic Site
Friends of Lower Fort Garry NHS
Marine Museum of Manitoba
Dunnottar Train Station
Winnipeg Beach Boardwalk
White Rock Monument at Willow Point
New Iceland Heritage Museum
Gimli Glider Museum
Gunn’s Mill Site
Thomas Bunn House
East Beaches Heritage Wing
& Grand Beach getaway

Interlake Heritage starts inside the
West Perimeter 101
1. Prairie Dog Central Railway
- found on Prairie Dog Trail, east of Sturgeon
Keeping the Heritage of the Railroad alive, 2020 will
be a year of fun themed events and experiences
aboard the Prairie Dog Central Railway. From Great
Train Robbery’s, Magic Train’s and Heritage Village
picnics each train ride offers a unique experience. Hop
on board with family and friends, make some amazing
memories as we travel up the line. Ride the Rails,
experience the history of the settling of Canada while
travelling in one of our turn of the century coaches, all
five beautifully restored. The coaches will be pulled by
either our majestic 1882 Steam Locomotive or one of
the mighty 1950's diesel engine’s as we travel through
the beautiful prairie landscape. Food services and
craft vendors at the Grosse Isle Heritage site
along with several historic buildings to explore.
Details on each day and theme at: pdcrailway.com
or 204-832-5289. [GPS-N49 57.095 W097 16.224]

P RAIRIE D OG CENTRAL R AILWAY
The Prairie Dog Central runs one of North America’s oldest operating Steam
Locomotives, offering fun filled and informative trips weekends and holiday days.
www.pdcrailway.com I 204-832-5259
www.interlaketourism.com
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Prairie Dog Central Arriving
at Grosse Isle Heritage Site

Making heritage stay alive along Hwy 6...
2. Grosse Isle Heritage Site
- Grosse Isle off Hwy 6
Enjoy the 1886 Ridgeway Heritage House with many
antiques and artifacts from those past years.
Volunteers will explain their use, open during the
stopover of the Prairie Dog Central Railway. Joining
this home is the fully restored East Rosser 1 room
school house, Gunton Wait Station, Emerson Train
Station and a caboose. Take a walk along the tall grass
prairie just north of the railway lines.
Spot the flowers and plants that are native to the area.
Information sheets available on site.
See: facebook.com/GrosseIsleHeritageSite
3. West Interlake Trading Co. Elevator Site
- Railway Ave. Warren
Against the prairie skyline a “Prairie Sentinel” stands
attesting to the agricultural base of the area. Built in
1948, it is one of the last wooden grain elevators in the
Interlake, found at the West Interlake Trading Co. site in
Warren. Developing custom experiences in the west
Interlake for over 10 years this group would enjoy
building a special event for you. Book the site or
elevator for an event, perhaps your wedding or a tour.
Call: 204-461-4040. [GPS- N50 08.005 W097 32.928]

c1850 to the present, telling of the many hardships of
pioneer life. Includes an assortment of agricultural
artifacts. Opens June 25- closes August 27
Hours: 11-5, Thurs – Monday, Tues/Wed by appointment.
Watch for Halloween and Christmas special events.
Call: 204-383-5919, See: woodlandspioneermuseum.com
Email: info@mysite.com
6. Lundar Museum
- Railway & Main St.
A caboose & jigger, two log houses (one late 1800’s),
Mary Hill School, Notre Dame church, CNR station &
a CN tool shed are featured with artifacts.The church,
designated a library, has hundreds of books - many in the
Icelandic language. Call: 204-762-5677

4. Warren Memorial Park
- in Warren, Railway Ave.
Built by the Warren & District Lions this park has a
themed Heritage Park with antique agricultural
equipment, showcasing the farming base in the area.
This park includes the Manitoba Lions Memorial area,
walking paths, flower gardens, Skate park, playground
and picnic site. Adjacent to the Elevator site in Warren
on Railway Ave. For info: rwwalker@mymts.net or
call 204-461-1896.

7. Eriksdale Museum
- Railway Ave. in Eriksdale
Demonstrating the importance of a creamery to the
Prairie farming community in the ‘40’s & ‘50’s this
is the only creamery remaining in Manitoba. The
core of the operation was the main room where the
weighing, grading and churning of the cream took
place. In the last years operation became largely a
butter-finishing, then a butter-cutting business.
This 1950’s creamery has been restored and boasts
many fascinating artifacts from its operational days.
Treasures from the old St. John’s Anglican Church
reside here as well. What do you know about making
butter or ice cream? Listen close to discover how! Next
door to the creamery the tourism info building houses the
original store counter, complete with cheese cutting and
wrapping station, which stood in the local General Store
for years. Follow the Cream Truck Route GEO Challenge
with 20 geocaches – find them all and become an
“Honorary Cream Truck Driver for a Day”.
Call: 204-739-5322. [GPS-N50 51.717 W098 06.299]

5. Woodlands Pioneer Museum
- beside Hwy 6 at Woodlands
This museum houses several original buildings (two
schools), St. Luke’s Anglican Church from the Poplar
Heights area. Occasional church services are still held
here. Replaced in 2017 is a replica of a pioneer log
cabin that was removed due to safety issues. These
buildings form a mini pioneer town of regional history

8. Moggey’s Cabin
- 3 miles northeast of Eriksdale
Come see how the only person to escape from Stony
Mountain Penitentiary survived the winter in this “Home in
the Wild” cabin north of Eriksdale. Built by the infamous
Percy Moggey, hear the story of how he supplemented his
meager food supplies while hiding from the law.
To arrange tour, call 204-739-2666
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9. Ashern Pioneer Museum
- off Hwy 6, at South end of Ashern
This collection of heritage buildings includes the first Anglican Church
in the area, a log house, post office, municipal office, Darwin school, and
a CNR building. Learn the story of the last bank robbery in Manitoba
where the robbers used horses as part of their getaway! Discover what
Ashern looked like in the early days as you explore the finely crafted
miniature town of Ashern now on display. Discover “Threshermen`s
Day”, held the long weekend of September along with the Ashern
Rodeo! Learn firsthand how threshing of grain was done by the early
prairie settlers.Take an opportunity to check out the Vintage farm
machinery and equipment on site. Open July & August.
Call: 204-768-3051 for details.
10. Moosehorn Heritage Museum
- Hwy 6 to Moosehorn, Railway Ave.
Housed in the Masonic Hall in Moosehorn, museum includes the
former CNR station- home to local artifacts, photos, farm machinery
& technical equipment from the Canadian Forces Station at
Gypsumville. Explore a replica of St. Thomas Lutheran Church &
Buztynski Heritage House – a typical farm homestead from the
1900s, built with hand hewn logs harvested from the area.
Open 10am - 4pm, Tuesday to Saturday.

Journey Hwy 7 & Hwy 17 seeking heritage gems
11. Settlers, Rails & Trails Museum
- Located in Argyle, north of Hwy 67, on PR 323
This community-run museum uses technology and hands-on
exhibits to tell the stories of our local schools, churches, agricultural
economy and veterans of Canadian conflicts.The museum has
two special exhibits; The Manitoba Brick Collection (provincial
masonry and architectural history) and the famous Canadian
Flag Collection (2nd largest in the nation).
As we continue to develop our new 12 acre property, the museum
exhibits are open in the lower level of the Argyle Community
Centre, during the1st Saturday of each month (1- 4pm), and by
appointment. Check Facebook or settlersrailsandtrails.com
12. Quarry Park Heritage Arts Centre
- in Stonewall, Hwy 67 West of Hwy 7
Opened in 2011 this magnificent building at
Stonewalls' Quarry Park is here to commemorate the
importance of the limestone quarries and the
heritage of the area. Embrace the history of stone
and its role throughout the years or view the old
quarry from a balcony or on the walking trails.
Programming for schools and school breaks.Town of
Stonewall Heritage Walking Tours- book them here
with guide or self-drive. Pick up booklet here. Full
stage, curtaining, A/V capabilities, a perfect site for
meetings, weddings, live theatre or gala productions.
Book your event. Call: 204-467-7980
See: stonewallquarrypark.ca

www.interlaketourism.com

A Travel Manitoba
Star Attraction
Destination.

• Tread in the footsteps of the past
• Visit restored buildings 80-100 years old
• Capture the feeling of the life lived
• Be captivated by the stories & tales you'll hear

Visit: arborgheritagevillage.ca or
call: 204-376-5079/ 204-376-5653
• Adjacent to the Heritage Village
• See details in Campgrounds Section

Book now: 204-376-5866
• Hosting a party or meeting in the fully

equipped Heritage Hall
Book with Pat: 204-376-5079

Quarry Park Kilns
Photo: M. Van Soelen
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St. Andrews Rectory and Heritage Centre
Photo: M. Van Soelen

13. Oak Hammock Marsh Interpretive Centre
- on Hwy 67, east of Hwy 7
While some may not consider Oak Hammock Marsh a
museum, it is a wonder of natural history. Usually we spend
our time at the Marsh exploring the walkways, finding the
bugs and frogs, however next visit take some time to discover
the underlying foundation to the wetlands and natural
formation that we find in the area. Go to Wild Wanderings
for more on OHM. Go to: oakhammockmarsh.ca or
204-467-3300 [GPS-N50 10.320 W097 08.035]
14. Teulon & District Museum
- Green Acres Park,Teulon
Medical history resides in the three-story Dr. Hunter house, once
a hospital & residence of Dr. Hunter who served the Ukrainian
population in the Teulon / Inwood area. Collection contains
books, medical tools & clothes.You’ll find a Ukrainian log house
with an outdoor bake oven, Teulon’s former shoe repair shop,
railway caboose with CNR & CPR displays, a Doll house, St. Mary’s
Ukrainian Catholic Church c1920’s, two schools & a large
agricultural equipment display. Teulon & District Museum Tea
is held each July. Call: 204-886-2098.
15. Kaschyshyn Agricultural Collection
- east of Inwood
A hobby turned to a collection of over one hundred antique
tractors. Mr. Kaschyshyn, owner and collector, has a passion for
keeping the agricultural roots of the prairies alive. Additional
antique farm equipment. Call: 204-278-3768 for viewing.
16. Arborg & District Multicultural Heritage Village
- Hwy 68 - east of Hwy 7, just east of Arborg turnoff
The history of this region dates back to 1900, when Icelandic
and Polish/Ukrainian settlers moved here to break the land.
The Heritage Village celebrates this blended heritage,
highlighting the challenges and triumphs of the lives of the
early pioneers. Discover the stocked shelves of the store,
imagine shopping for your family while there. Showcasing a
broad selection of heritage buildings from around the Interlake
enjoy discovering what new building has joined the collection!
Added to their village is a 200+ painting collection of Interlake
churches by artist Millard Barteaux's. Enjoy the lovely setting,
nestled along the Icelandic River on the east side of Arborg.
Rent their circa 1937 Parish Hall, full catering available.
Camping next door in a full-service 22-site campground.
Call: 204-376-5653. See: arborgheritagevillage.ca
[GPS-N50 54.167 W097 12.501]
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Take Hwy 8 to see a rare Icelandic Village
17. Riverton Transportation & Heritage Centre
- Main St., Riverton [next to the moose]
Housed in a restored CPR station originally built in
the 1900s, the Museum displays the history of
Riverton and the surrounding community through
artifacts, photos and stories. It has a restored caboose
on the property, and hosts outdoor BBQ’s and
musical performances throughout the summer.
Call for info: 204-378-2666.
18. Hecla Village – Hecla Island
First settled in 1876 by Icelandic immigrants & was part
of “New Iceland” – which also included Gimli, Lundi
(modern day Riverton) & Arborg. Today, Hecla Historic
Village includes the Community Hall, a log house, old
Hecla Schoolhouse, Tomosson`s Boarding House, Hecla
Church, dock, ice house, fishing boats, tool shed, with
Hecla General Store & Solmundson Gesta Hus (Guest
house). Take a self-guided walking tour or tour with a
guide from Hecla/Grindstone Provincial Park.
Services every Sunday in summer at 11am
in Hecla Church. Camp at Hecla Provincial Park.
See: gov.mb.ca/conservation/parks/
popular_parks/hecla_grindstone/hecla_village.html

Heritage and water f low together
along Hwy 9
19. River Road Heritage Parkway
- Hwy 9 to PR 238 north of the Perimeter Hwy 101
Following the scenic Red River this 11 km. heritage
road was an 1800's settlers cart path and the first
“highway” in Manitoba. It offers visitors multiple
interpretive displays, walkways, and historic
landmarks. Stop at the Scott House (just a shell),
Twin Oaks (private home), built in 1850’s as a
private girl’s school. On the corner of St. Andrews
Rd & River Road you’ll discover St. Andrews-onthe-Red Anglican Church and St. Andrews
Rectory. A bit north at 417 River Rd. is the Captain
Kennedy House and its fabulous English Gardens.
At the north end is the Hay House, still a private
Residence since 1861.
Manitoba’s Interlake

20. St. Andrews Rectory and Heritage Centre
- 374 River Road, St Andrews
The St. Andrews Rectory was built between
1852 and 1854 as a home for the minister of
St. Andrews-On-The-Red. Today it is a Canadian
National Historic Site that depicts the history of the
Red River Settlement. The St. Andrews Heritage Centre
offers visitor services including free admission, picnic
seating, Wednesday Family Nights, Thursday Kids
Days, and interpreters on site. Come visit the Tartan
Displays and the new Genealogy Centre before
browsing the Gift Shop featuring local and unique
items. Group tours are available by reservation.
Open daily June 2nd - August 30th. Check their Ad
for hours. Open in the off season for special events,
workshops, so check the website for upcoming
activities and programs. Call: 204-339-6396.
See: standrewsrectory.ca
21. Captain Kennedy House
- 417 River Road, St. Andrews
This historic stone building was once the home
of Captain William Kennedy, Orkney explorer,
entrepreneur and trader. Enjoy the English Garden
[building is closed for repairs].
22. St. Andrews Lock & Dam
- Lockport east off Hwy 9
This 100+ year old connection across the Red River is
not just a bridge, but a lifeline for residents & visitors.

The project is one of two of its type in the world & took 10
years to build. A movable dam with floodgates, that could
raise at any time, was very important due to the ice jams in
the spring that could cause damage to a permanent
structure. With an under estimated cost of $150,000 in 1910,
the budget was broken when the final cost on completion
came in at a whopping $3.5 million. Built to regulate water
levels to allow for larger size ships to pass, St. Andrews Lock
& Dam at Lockport has provided access for freight and
passengers to open up trade routes from Winnipeg to
Lake Winnipeg. Superb fishing in this area.
[GPS-N50 04.957 W 096 56.527]
23. Lower Fort Garry National Historic Site
- 5925 Hwy 9, St. Andrews
Lower Fort Garry National Historic Site is an iconic
19th century fur trade-era fort poised decisively above
Manitoba’s infamous Red River. The fort’s stone walls
and historic buildings were established in 1830 at the
eastern edge of the vast Canadian prairies.
Celebrated as an important site of firsts, Lower Fort Garry
is where the first of the numbered treaties was made with
the region’s First Nations groups. The site was the first
training centre for the North-West Mounted Police in 1873,
then years later Manitoba’s first prison and asylum.
Discover the site with guided tours, hands-on activities
and special events! This year, we celebrate the
Hudson’s Bay Company’s 350th anniversary with our
expanded and interactive 350 Tour. Strap on a fur bale

CELEBRATING MB 150 WITH BRAND NEW
EXHIBITS AND DISPLAYS FOR 2020!
Wednesday Family Nights
Thursday Kids Days
• Porch Performances
• School & Group Tours
• Genealogy Centre

Gift Shop
Tartan Display
• Heritage Garden
• Wedding Photos
• Venue Rentals

•

•

•

•

Address: 374 River Road,
St. Andrews, Manitoba, Canada
Phone: 204-339-6396

www.standrewsrectory.ca

OPEN: JUNE 2 - AUGUST 28 – June Hours: Open Daily 10 am - 5 pm, Closed Mondays
July / August Hours: Open Tues - Thurs 10 am - 8 pm, Fri - Sun 10 am - 5 pm, Closed Mondays
FALL / WINTER / SPRING – Check Website for Weekly Programs and Events!

www.interlaketourism.com
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Marine Museum of Manitoba
Photo Courtesy of City of Selkirk

and climb in a York boat to capture a fur trader’s life
through your own perspective! Or simply walk the site
with a costumed interpreter and see how it has evolved
to meet the needs of the people over time on the
Beavers to Buicks tour. Stories at Sunset returns, so gather
around the campfire for an evening of local tales and
traditional treats. Roll up your sleeves for one of our
heritage workshops, like baking fresh bannock or brewing
hot cocoa the old-fashioned way. Learn more:
parkscanada.ca/fortgarry Phone: 204-785-6050
Email: pc.manitoba.pc@canada.ca
24. Friends of Lower Fort Garry NHS
- 5925 Hwy 9, St. Andrews
Friends of Lower Fort Garry is a registered charity and
non-profit organization dedicated to supporting Lower
Fort Garry NHS (LFGNHS) and it's cultural importance in
Manitoba. They are committed to promoting Canada's
natural and cultural heritage through awareness,
educational, and sensory experiences. This passionate
group of volunteers seek out independent and
collaborative partnerships with LFGNHS while nuturing
positive relationships with the community of Selkirk, the
Interlake and the greater Winnipeg area. The Stone Fort
Trading Company, operating since 2017, gift shop is run
by volunteers, providing unique local goods, historical
reproduciton gifts, books & maps. Profits go to
educational programs, open daily 10-5pm. Ring in the
end of the season at LFGNHS at the Harvest Festival
where you can shop for handcrafted goods in the
makers’ market. See: folfg.com
or Facebook.com/FriendsLFG

25. Marine Museum of Manitoba
- Selkirk Park, Selkirk
Who’d have expected a marine museum on the prairies?
This historical attraction makes Selkirk a must-see for
marine history buffs. An opportunity to explore six
restored ships that include the S.S. Keenora, Manitoba’s
oldest steamship, built in 1897. Explore the ships,
discover how travel on our waterways changed the
prairie landscape over 200 years ago, aiding in opening
up Manitoba to settlement. These nautical massive
artifacts of life on the water are located at the entrance to
Selkirk Park, a vital area in the settlement of the Red River
by Lord Selkirk in 1812. Open 9am-5pm Monday to
Friday & 10 am-6pm weekends & holidays May through
September. Admission charged. Group tours arranged.
Scare yourself silly once summer is done - “Halloween
Haunts” take over 3 ships in October.
See: marinemuseum.ca or call 204-482-7761.
[GPS- N50 08.062 W097 19.640]
26. Dunnottar Train Station
- 300 Railway St., Ponemah
Once a stop of the “Daddy Train” running from
Winnipeg to “The Beaches,” what’s now known as the
Dunnottar Station Museum is actually the fully
refurbished Matlock CPR station c1904. Historic photos,
vintage police siren & a velocipede (an early form of
track inspection vehicle) are among the artifacts. An
annex with a large collection of Village and Railway
artifacts have been added. The Station is home to a
Geocache. Next door you'll see the vintage 1930's
Ponemah Beach grocery store and Post Office.
Call: 204-389-5682. See: dunnottarstation.org/museum
[GPS-N 50 28.212 W 096 57.353]
New Iceland Heritage Museum

Travelling exhibits

•

Events

•

Group Tours

•

Gift Shop

94 - 1 ST AVENUE AT THE WATERFRONT CENTRE
Open Daily, Year Round I 204 642-4001 I www.nihm.ca
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Gimli Glider Exhibit
Photo Courtesy of
Gimli Glider Exhibit

Dunnottar Train Station

27. Winnipeg Beach Boardwalk
- Downtown Winnipeg Beach
Dancing the night away are now memories of the
grandeur of the early 1900’s when the CPR built this
playground for their employees. Included was the
14,000 square foot Pavilion Dance Hall & the 80 room
Empress Hotel complete with its own orchestra- the
destination of thousands of summer visitors. Signage
tells the story along the repaired Boardwalk. Live
performances on the bandstand weekends over the
summer highlights its exciting 100+ year history.
See: winnipegbeach.ca
28. White Rock Monument at Willow Point
- east off Hwy 9 south of Gimli
Erected on November 28, 2005 on Willow Island
(just south of Gimli,) this location marks the spot
where the first Icelandic settlers were thought to have
landed on the shores of Lake Winnipeg. The white
rock provided protection where Jon Johansson, the first
Icelandic-Canadian child, was born on October 21, 1875.
29. New Iceland Heritage Museum
- 94-1st Ave, Gimli
Discover the tales of this unique chapter in Canada’s
history at the New Iceland Heritage Museum in
Gimli. The story of New Iceland, a tract of land
outside of the boundaries of the then “postage
stamp” province of Manitoba, is featured here. New
Iceland had its own constitution for a period of 12
years before officially becoming a part of Canada. A
ten minute film and dynamic exhibits bring this story
to life. Discover your own inner Viking connection with
early Viking settlers costumes to try on. In the Stephan
J. Stephanson Gallery, traveling exhibits portray a
variety of themes. Walk along the shoreline of Lake
Winnipeg, see Gimli’s towering Viking statue and park
with homes for the “Huldafolk”, to a buried York boat in
a hill. Continue your walk through Gimli’s harbour
where a thriving local fishing industry and recreational
boating co-exist to the museum’s second location;
The Lake Winnipeg Visitor Centre – nestled beside
the harbour, where the natural history of Lake Winnipeg
and the fishing industry are depicted through exhibits
that include a 500-gallon fish tank and a
1940s whitefish boat. Call: 204-642-4001 or
see: nihm.ca [GPS-N37.37.853 W096 59.171]
www.interlaketourism.com

30. Gimli Glider Exhibit
- 119B-1st Avenue, Gimli- (Harbourfront location)
This award-winning museum was acknowledged as a
'must see'. The Exhibit about the famous emergency
landing of a jetliner in Gimli Educates, Enlightens and
Entertains our visitors. Our knowledgeable staff will
assist with your flight simulator experience and answer
questions about our authentic aircraft artifacts and
Captain Pearson's extensive personal memorabilia.
Relax in our Theatre’s vintage aircraft passenger seats
while enjoying an exciting docudrama about the Gimli
Glider event. Summer 2018 they celebrated the
35th year of this internationally known aviation story
and unveiled the newly acquired tail section of the
famous Gimli Glider aircraft Fin # 604. July 23 has been
officially proclaimed as Gimli Glider day in the Rural
Municipality of Gimli. See: gimliglider.com on Facebook
- the Gimli Glider Exhibit or call: 204-642-5577. Open
daily mid-May thru October. Group Tours available.

VISIT GIMLI’S AVIATION MUSEUM

•
•
•
•
•

Educate, enlighten and entertain
Touch a piece of history
Authentic aircraft parts
Never before seen photos
Experience our simulator

119 B 1st Ave, Gimli, MB I 204-642-5577
www.gimliglider.com I gimligliderinfo@gmail.com
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Thomas Bunn House

Going “Grand” up PR 204, PR 508
then onto Hwy 59
31. Gunn’s Mill Site
- just north of 6860 Henderson Hwy
Interpretive sign reads: "Aboriginal people camped near
the rapids above this site for at least 30 centuries before
European settlers arrived”. Following the 1821
amalgamation of the two fur trading company’s former
employees gained strips of land along the Red River in
the form of river lots (188-330 ft. wide) by 2 miles long
providing forest, hay & river access for all. By 1835
about 70 families lived in this area. The Gunn family
established a grist mill here in 1854 – one of nine water
powered & 18 wind – driven mills built in the area.
[GPS-N50 7.173 W96 52.901]
32. Thomas Bunn House
- off Bunn Rd, East Selkirk
Built in 1862 for Thomas Bunn, a Métis farmer and a wellknown lawyer & politician of the day. He was active as a
representative in both Louis Riel's first Provisional
Government and Manitoba's first Legislative Assembly.
This Provincial Heritage stone house was built by
stonemason Samuel Taylor. Owned and operated as a Bed &
Breakfast by Fraser & Bev Stewart this home was first
named Victoria Cottage after Queen Victoria. Staying in this
Heritage home, with its 3 ft. stone walls, with large rafters of
squared timbers fastened with wooden dowels at its peak is
an intriguing historical experience. Check in B & B section for
info. [GPS-N50.07.25.19 E96.53 23.95]

East Beaches Heritage Wing

33. East Beaches Heritage Wing
- Grand Marais Community Central-take Hwy 59 north,
then Hwy 12
Opened in July 2015, this Heritage wing melds story
telling with technology, encapsulating the heritage
of the East Beaches of Lake Winnipeg, its Indigenous
beginnings, its Metis roots, and the heydays of Grand
Beach. Becoming the playground along with a
magnificent retreat of the CN Railway staff in 1916,
having the largest Dance Hall in the Commonwealth,
unfortunately destroyed by fire in 1950. Once it had a
carousel, hotel and boardwalk, now portrayed with a
diorama featuring all the above plus a train you can
run. Enjoy the sounds of the train plus carousel and
dance hall. Locals tell the stories of their family and
life on the East beaches, the hardships and
milestones over the years. Enlighten yourself with the
history of the Grande Beach area. Discover Grand
Beach features 3 km of fine, white sand with dunes
that rise up to 12 meters above the beach, now
ranking as number three among North American
beaches. Check the signs along the boardwalk
depicting the past glory of one of Manitoba's oldest
resort. See: stclementsheritage.com
visit-our-heritage/east-beaches-heritage-wing/exhibits

Warren Elevator
Photo: E. Parsons
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St. Clements Church,
1178 River Road

Holding a Special Place in the History of Manitoba…Strong religious faith was what the
immigrants clung to while making a home in this chosen land. The region is home to many
historic churches, built in the styles of their homeland and containing lovely iconography of
their varied faiths. Along with the churches you will find numerous genealogy & burial
records. Visit some of these or go see Millard Barteaux’s collection of 200+ church paintings
at the Arborg & District Multicultural Heritage Village to start you on a visual tour.
Stony Hill-Otto Lutheran Church
- East of Lundar, RM of Coldwell
This church, built to serve Icelandic pioneers in the
Stony Hill and Otto districts east of Lundar, is a good
expression of Lutheran church architecture in rural
Manitoba, with an austere nature, simple form, central
entrance tower, tall peaked spire and modest Gothic
Revival details. A sturdy wood-frame building, erected
by homesteaders, used local milled lumber. Serving
the Grunnavatns congregation for several decades.
Renamed in 1995 after being carefully restored it
continues to be used on special occasions.

All Saints of Erinview - Hwy 415, east shore of East Shoal
Built in 1884, this Anglican church is located on the
historic “Faith Trail” [a pioneer wagon route from
Winnipeg across the Interlake].The church continues to
hold regular masses and uses its original organ!

St. Helen’s Anglican Church
- East off Hwy 6 to Fairford First Nation
The Aboriginal name for the area was Partridge Crop,
where a Northwest Company post was built in 1795
and a Hudson’s Bay fur trading post built 1819 on the
present day Fairford River [formerly Partridge Crop
River]. Serving as a Mission Church for the First Nation
Peoples, built in 1842, built on a low-lying site, prone to
flooding. A log frame church was built at a new site, and
used until that church burned down in 1916, replaced
by the one you would see today. Limestone and timber
from the burnt church was used in the building of the
present-day church.Two Cairns rest on the church
grounds commemorating the Veterans of World War ll
and the first Chief Richard Woodhouse and his two sons
that succeeded him.

St. Nicolas Ukrainian Catholic Church
- Poplarfield, Hwy 17 & 68.
Built between 1910-1913, St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic
Church is the oldest surviving building in the RM of Fisher.
It is a good example of the architectural traditions of the
Boyko region of Ukraine, as shown in the use of a three
chambered plan (vestibule, large domed sanctuary and
apse) and a distinctive tiered dome. Its log construction,
although hidden, is a link to the old country, and one of
only 10 known surviving examples in Manitoba.The highly
decorated church interior contains paintings created by
noted Manitoba iconographer Jacob Maydanyk.

St. Cyprian Anglican Church
- 60 2nd Street S.E.,Teulon.
A very picturesque church constructed in 1899 2 miles east
of town, first service held on Feb. 4,1900. Moved to its’
present location Jan 24,1909 services began the following
Sunday. Info: 204-886-2330

St. Andrews-on-the-Red Anglican Church
- St. Andrews Rd. & River Road, on the River Road
Heritage Parkway.
Built between 1844-1849, this is the oldest stone church in
Western Canada, a National Heritage Site that is still used for
Anglican Church of the Ascension
public worship.The kneeling benches are covered in buffalo
- 286 2nd St West, Stonewall
hide, many original inside fixtures remain. Explore and find
This church opened on July 8, 1882, built by local
volunteers, under the direction of Enoch Williams who many of the early Red River pioneer families in Manitoba
donated the building stone from his quarry.The center that rest in the graveyard here.You'll recognize
altar window was a gift from town founder S.J. Jackson, some names if you've read Manitoba history. Donations
welcome. See: standrewsonthered.ca/ for tour dates.
given in memory of his daughter Anna who died at a
Call: 204-334-6405.
young age.The chancel was added in 1906.
www.interlaketourism.com
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St. Peter Dvyenor Church

All Saints of Erinview Church

Little Britain Church - 5879 Hwy 9 north of Lockport.
Built between 1872-1874 with the tower added in 1920 as
a World War I memorial.The architectural style originates
from medieval Gothic traditions and one of only five
surviving original Red River Settlement area stone
churches. It is the oldest United Church in Manitoba and
in Western Canada, still used for weekly services.They
have mapped the entire cemetery for Genealogy studies.
Call 204-757-2489
Knox Presbyterian Church
- Eveline St. & McLean Ave. in Selkirk
Built in 1880 as a much smaller structure (36’ x 38’), the
church was enlarged following a plan by the Winnipeg
architect Mr. S. Hooper. The new cornerstone was laid in
1904.The hall was added in 1967. Older parts of the building
rest on a fieldstone foundation.The interior showcases a
steep pitched ceiling resulting in excellent acoustics, curved
wooden pews, intricate woodwork, exceptional memorial
windows and three Leo Mol stained glass windows.
St. Mary’s Ukrainian Catholic Church
- Highway 8 to PR 231.Travel 3 kms north to Dnister Rd
and turn west, go one mile down a gravel road.
This church is designated a Municipal Heritage Site, built in
1906 by early Ukrainian settlers.This very simple log
structure is adorned with one dome (banya) in the
Ukrainian tradition and reminds us of the pride and
tenacity of the Ukrainian settlers who broke this land
with their hands and courage.

Poplarfield
Church
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St. Peter & Paul Catholic Church
- Town of Winnipeg Beach
Winnipeg Beach's architectural jewel is almost
completely symmetrical, unlike many of the Roman
Catholic churches of that period. Built in 1904 in a
Greek-cross plan, a style of architecture that can be
traced all the way back to the late Italian Renaissance
(circa the mid-16th century).The “onion dome”at the
apex of the structure, is seen on other Ukrainian
churches in the rest of the Interlake. Walking in the
Winnipeg Beach cemetery will give you a glimpse of
the early history, the grave markers coinciding with
the arrival of the Ukrainian settlers in the late 19's,
about 20 years after the Icelandic settlers of Willow
Creek in 1875. (information by Michael Forrest)
St. Peter's Dynevor Anglican Church
- off PR 508 & Church Rd.
Located on the east bank of the Red River, three
miles north of East Selkirk, at the mouth of
Cook’s Creek. Built in 1853 it is the second oldest
stone church in western Canada. Serving the
first Aboriginal agricultural community in
Western Canada the settlement was established
in 1834. The original peoples in this area were
Cree, later joined by Ojibway and Sauteaux in
the late 1790's. Reverend William Cockran
arrived in 1824, to serve the spiritual needs of
the Red River settlers. Soon after, he met and
became friends with Chief Pegius, leader of the
Saulteaux peoples. Chief Pegius, one of the first
chiefs to sign Treaty #1 at Lower Fort Garry,
assisted in planning the building of St. Peter's
Church with Rev. Cockran in 1851. The building
was overseen by master stonemason Duncan
McRae who also built Little Britain Church, St.
Andrews-on-the-Red & Rectory & Twin Oaks.
St. Peter's Parish, known by names such as the
Old Stone Church of St. Peter's and the Indian
Settlement. Chief Pegius is buried here.
[GPS-N50 08.112 W096 49.714]
Manitoba’s Interlake

Visit one of these older Interlake churches to learn the history of the religious devotion of
the Interlake region over the years! While some of these now are part of a museum, many
of them are still used for worship services.
Name of Church

Location

What You’ll Find

Arborg Unitarian Church

River Road & Ingolfs
Street, Arborg

Originally built in 1927 & remodeled in 1961.The church is still in use
and has been designated a heritage site by Arborg. For info, 204-376-5007

Arnes Lutheran Pioneer
Memorial Church

Arnes Road 222 North

Founded in 1900. One of the early Icelandic churches

Grunnavatns Lutheran Church Icelandic communities This church was built in 1913, given the name Grunnavatns, which
- Now Stony Hill-Otto Lutheran of Stony Hill and Otto means ‘shallow lake’ - likely in reference to nearby Shoal Lake.
Church
districts, east of Lundar The church expresses Lutheran architectural traditions in the central
tower and tall peaked steeple. An annual service is still held in the
church, now renamed the Stony Hill-Otto Church.
Hecla Community Church

Hecla Island Village

Built in the late 1870’s to serve the need of the Icelandic settlers on
the Island and it remains today to hold non-denominational worship
services every Sunday in the summer.

Holy Cross Church

Inwood area

Built in 1915 by local craftsmen Ivan Harasymchuk and Semen Masyk,
this Greek Catholic Church stands out from others of the type
through the design of its distinctive tower and cupola.
A beautiful chandelier captures your attention as you enter the church.

Knox Presbyterian Church

308 2nd Ave North,

Built in 1883 as a Presbyterian Church on land donated by town
founder Stonewall S.J. Jackson.

Meadow Lea United

Hwy 227 at Meadow
Lea

Built between 1890-1891. Formerly Meadow Lea Presbyterian Church.
Became a United Church in 1965. Weekly services held.

St. Bartholomew’s Anglican Church Winnipeg Beach

Celebrated their centenary in 2010.

St. Clements Anglican Church

1178 River Road,
St. Andrews

Built between 1862-1863 as the official church for the employees of the
Hudson’s Bay Company working at nearby Lower Fort Garry. Construction
was started in 1857, however the bell tower was not finished until 1920.

Sts. Cyril & Methodius Roman

Gimli Area

Built in1921, having endured the loss of two churches to fire - in 1909
& in1911.The third incarnation still stands.The architecture is based
on the symbolism of the Holy Trinity, with the three-tiered bell tower,
the three-chambered floor plan and the three windows in the nave.

St. Demetrius Parish Church

Arborg & District
Multicultural Heritage
Museum

Started in 1918 in Bjarmi, finished in 1920 as a Roman Catholic Church.
Moved to museum in 2007

St. Michael’s of Archangels
Roman Catholic Church

Meleb- RM of
Armstrong

Built in 1917 by local Polish settlers, head carpenter (and local shopkeeper)
Michael Gottfried.This modest building is the proud repository of profound
faith.The church last used in 1964 and recently restored by local group.

St. Paul’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church

Moosehorn areaRM of Grahamdale

Built from 1918-1921,by German settlers from Volhynia area (an area
bordering Russia.) For over 40 years high tower bell was rung on New
Year’s Eve from 11:45 p.m. -12:15 a.m. Baptismal font, altar, pews and pump
organ still in use today.The church built in very German style, compact
nave and solid tower set into the building- used for special occasions.

Ukrainian Catholic Church of
the Blessed Virgin Mary

Zbruch- RM of
Armstrong

The design of this church clearly expresses the religious convictions of
the early Ukrainian immigrants to the Malonton area of Armstrong.They
brought the splendor of more elaborate churches found in Ukraine to
their simplified, one-room design.

Warren United Church

MacDonald Ave.
in Warren

Built in 1912-1913 as the Warren Methodist Church, has held a Fall Supper
since 1911 as fund raiser, Congregation list dates back to the 1881-1882
registry at Meadow Lea Presbyterian Church, earliest settlers traveled
many miles by horse and buggy until they built their church.

www.interlaketourism.com
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