
Ice Fishing in Manitoba's Interlake

The Interlake is an ice fishing paradise for all you hardcore, hard water anglers! Our world-class
ice fishing entices thousands of new and returning ice anglers. The cold winters make our
region a popular hive for those looking for that next unreal ice fishing opportunity. With access
to the two largest lakes in the province, Lake Winnipeg and Lake Manitoba, Red River, and so
many smaller lakes and rivers. Offering a wide variety of trophy species. Yellow perch, northern
pike, lake trout, greenback walleye, rainbow trout, and black crappie are all sought after by local
and visiting ice anglers, as are the remote destination and easily accessible fisheries that the
Interlake offers in abundance.

Interlake adventures on renowned hard waters

December through April, our hard water world presents options for everyone. From an easy,
do-it-yourself family trip to a local trout lake to a full-service guided adventure on the remote
limits of our inland oceans, the Interlake presents many options for an unbelievable ice fishing
experience. Make it a tradition, we'd love to see you every year.
Caution: Keep in mind whenever venturing onto frozen bodies of water, No ice is 100% safe at
any time during Canadian winters‘. Words to live by from Life Saving Society of Manitoba.
Signature Species: Yellow perch, northern pike, lake trout, greenback walleye, rainbow trout,
and black crappie.

Don't forget to purchase your FISHING LICENSE before you head out!

Manitoba elicensing
You can purchase a PRINTABLE angling license online at manitobaelicensing, at a participating
retailer, or over the telephone by calling the Help Desk at 1-877-880-1203.

TOUR: 15 ICE FISHING HOT SPOTS
IN MANITOBA'S INTERLAKE
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https://lifesaving.mb.ca/water-smart/winter-safety/
https://huntfishmanitoba.ca/go-fishing/fishing-license/
https://www.manitobaelicensing.ca/licensing.pagehttps:/www.manitobaelicensing.ca/licensing.page
https://www.manitobaelicensing.ca/licensing.pagehttps:/www.manitobaelicensing.ca/licensing.page


TOUR STOP 1: LOCKPORT DAM
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In the area between Lockport, Manitoba, and north
to the area referred to as ‘End of Main’ or ‘EOM’ as
the locals call it, you'll find a community of ice
shanties and multi-species mayhem. In the winter,
fish are in abundance from Walleye, to Northern
Pike, and Sauger. For most anglers, the sole target
species are the Greenbacks (walleye) that move in
out of lake Winnipeg. This location is sure to
provide you with hours of non-stop action through
the ice.
Very popular community location – Near the locks

Signature species: Walleye, Sauger, Northern Pike
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The Red River is home to 5 of the Manitoba Master
Angler Programs All-time Records. The list includes
Channel Catfish, Common Carp, Freshwater Drum
(Silver Bass), Lake Sturgeon, and Walleye. You'll
also find Goldeyes and Northern Pike!

A hard water hot-spot throughout the winter
season, the community of anglers ice fishing this
action pack waterway is amazing! You will be
treated to the sight of ice shack villages that follow
the Red River from Lockport to Selkirk. With some
that are uniquely designed and decorated, it only
adds to the character of this ice fishing experience.
There are always friendly folks in the area to help
you out if you are new to ice fishing. 

If you plan to venture out for the weekend,
consider booking your stay at Canalta Hotel in
Selkirk.

TOUR STOP 2: RED RIVER
NORTH OF SELKIRK

https://canaltahotels.com/node/453/print/453


TOUR STOP 3: MATLOCK - WARNER ROAD
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One of the most popular access points on Lake
Winnipeg for Ice Fishing
Walleye, Northern Pike, Burbot, Perch

Enjoy record-breaking ice fishing on Lake
Winnipeg. Matlock averages walleye have
exceeded the 2-4 lb mark with many being caught
at 15 lbs! A 45-minute drive from Winnipeg, just
off Hwy 9, to Gimli Road and right down Ralph
Aveto the Matlock Lake Access. 
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On the east side of the south basin, Balsam Bay is a
popular access point onto Lake Winnipeg out of
the Eastern Interlake Region. 

It's only a short journey out onto the ice from
where you park your vehicle. The water movement
here is a bit high, and the water can peak through
within the first 500m up and down the shoreline.

You'll find Greenback Walleye aplenty here! 

TOUR STOP 4: BALSAM BAY

Lakeview Gimli Resort

Willow Creek is a stream just 8km south of Gimli,
Manitoba. Willow Island is one of Gimli's most
appealing ice fishing spots. 

Signature species: Walleye, Northern Pike, Perch,
Burbot

Accommodations:

TOUR STOP 5: WILLOW CREEK

https://www.lakeviewhotels.com/gimli/
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Surrounding Gimli's Harbour is an expansive
community of friendly and colourful ice fishing
shacks spread all across Lake Winnipeg's
landscape. This is a popular fishing spot for locals
and day/weekend visitors. Every winter anglers
head out to ice-fish the world-class walleye that
are often found in the lake’s west shore. Gimli does
a wonderful job maintaining the ice roads
surrounding the community of ice shacks, you
won't have any issues accessing the area to find
your sweet spot. 

If you are new to the ice fishing game, there are a
few warmed shelters that can be rented for the
day. If you are interested in these rentals, please
visit Explore Gimli for more info. If you are a true
Viking fisherperson, feel free to pull up in your
vehicle (all wheels welcome), drill your auger in the
ice, and drop a line!

Experience ice fishing in a true Viking community!
If you plan to venture out for the weekend,
consider booking your stay at Lakeview Gimli
Resort.
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TOUR STOP 6: GIMLI HARBOUR

https://www.exploregimli.com/ice-fishing
https://www.lakeviewhotels.com/gimli/


TOUR STOP 7: RIVERTON - SANDY BAR
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Ice road onto Lake Winnipeg – easy access:
Walleye, Northern Pike

Riverton is all about ice fishing and having a good
time. Sandy Bar and the Icelandic River, a stream
just northeast out of Riverton, is a great place to
fish for people of all ages.

Ice Fishing

Accommodations: Arborg Hotel and Lakeview
Hecla
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Hecla/Grindstone Provincial Park, only 90 minutes
from Winnipeg, offers a unique ice fishing
experience! With plenty of water to explore for
local and traveling anglers, you will find many
access points onto the lake.

The real cherry on the top is that Manitoba Parks
offers two public ice shacks at Hecla Village as well
as at Gull Harbour. These are FREE of charge (first
come first serve). Shacks are Equipped with a wood
stove, grill, benches, windows, and are stocked
with wood. If you're new to ice fishing, this may be
the place for you!

Signature species: Walleye, northern pike, perch

Making a weekend of it? Consider booking your
stay at Lakeview Resort Hecla.

TOUR STOP 8:
HECLA/GRINDSTONE
PROVINCIAL PARK

https://www.arborghotel.com/
https://www.lakeviewhotels.com/hecla/
https://www.lakeviewhotels.com/hecla/
https://www.arborghotel.com/


TOUR STOP 9: LAKE ST. GEORGE &
LAKE ST. ANDREWS
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Lake St. George is well-known for its excellent ice
fishing for walleye, northern pike, and perch. 
For a change of scenery, go ice fishing for northern
pike and bass at Lake St. Andrews, just two
kilometers away.

Signature Species: Walleye, Northern Pike, Perch,
Smallmouth Bass

Accommodations: Lakeview Hecla Resort
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Norris Lake Provincial Park is a vibrant and
picturesque Interlake gem! Visitors can certainly
enjoy ice fishing for northern pike here! More Info.

Signature Species: Yellow Perch, Northern Pike,
Sucker

TOUR STOP 10: NORRIS LAKE

https://www.lakeviewhotels.com/hecla/
https://www.gov.mb.ca/sd/parks/park-maps-and-locations/central/norris.html
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PERCH O' PLENTY - THE INTERLAKE HOTTEST
YELLOW PERCH

Where is the hottest yellow perch ice fishing on
the planet these days? How about East, West, and
North Shoal Lake in Manitoba's Interlake, located
right between giant Lake Manitoba and Lake
Winnipeg, one hour northwest of Winnipeg.

The most popular species caught here are Yellow
perch and Northern pike. 

While East Shoal Lake is relatively shallow, flooding
over the last ten years has allowed the perch and
pike to thrive and has prevented winter kill
because of the improved water levels. 

North Shoal Lake and West Shoal Lake also have
perch, pike, and some stocked walleye.

TOUR STOP 11:
EAST/WEST/NORTH 
SHOAL LAKE
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Twin Lakes Beach is a beautiful Lake Manitoba
destination for ice fishing with many huts, snowy
sandy beaches, and photo-worthy ice hills! 

 
A short hour drive from Winnipeg off hwy 6, you'll
travel down Twin Beach Road to Meidl Park. There
you'll find a large parking lot and access to the icy
beach.

There is some heavy drifting along the beach with
some pretty thick ice. You'll find pike and walleye
at this location!

Signature species: Walleye, northern pike, perch,
burbot

TOUR STOP 12: TWIN LAKES
BEACH

As the sun sets on Lake Manitoba, enjoy an
evening of walleye fishing in St. Laurent. Typically
you will find an increase in bites a few hours after
the sun goes down! 

Only an hour from Winnipeg, access to this spot is
very convenient with parking along the shores. A
large community of anglers enjoys the area as the
sunsets are quite exquisite. 

TOUR STOP 13: ST. LAURENT
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Ice fishing at Lake Manitoba Narrows is a definite must!
Conveniently located in the Northern Interlake Region of 
Manitoba, right off the paved highway 68 on the shore of 
Lake Manitoba. Over the years, “Athapap” as it’s more 
commonly known, offers burbot, walleyes, northern pike, 
tullibee, and yellow perch through the ice! This is one 
amazing ice fishing hotspot. 

There is a Community Dock provided by the Lake Manitoba 
Narrows Game and Fish Association, along with community 
volunteers. This is a FREE space for you to unload your 
gear, with parking available, garbage bins (please use), Fish 
Cleaning Station (ensure you clean it off with a pail of lake 
water when finished).

This is open to all ice fishers to use, allowing cottagers & 
visitors to access the lake, walk across the highway to shop 
at the grocery store, or go for a meal. Please use the dock 
and area safely.
If you plan to venture out for the weekend, consider 
booking your stay at Narrows Sunset Lodge.

TOUR STOP 14: LAKE MANITOBA NARROWS

TOUR STOP 14: STEEP ROCK
Steep Rock is a good place to go ice fishing for 
Walleye, Perch, and Northern Pike. 

Head northwest on Hwy 6 for some of the best landscape views while ice fishing within a 
two to three-hour drive from Winnipeg.

Whether you are looking to relax on the lake, enjoy the ice fishing, or want to take an ice-
fishing break, take a hike through the amazing scenery and breathtaking rock formations, 
Steep Rock offers plenty of activities for everyone.

http://www.lmngf.ca/
https://www.narrowssunsetlodge.ca/
https://www.narrowssunsetlodge.ca/

